Higher education is critical. By 2020, 65% of jobs will require some sort of education beyond high school.
And college graduates end up earning nearly S1 million more than a high school graduate over their
lifetime. Those with a college degree are also healthier, more likely to vote, and more engaged in their
community. BUT . Half of the students who enroll don’t graduate, and that
is a problem the next Higher Education Act should address.

Those who have
some college but no
degree are more than

as likely to live in
poverty as their bachelor
degree-holding peers.

Unemployment Rate Median Annual Income

Non-Completer Non-Completer
(some college, no degree) (some college, no degree)

4% 36,633

Associate Degree Associate Degree

3.4% 40,322

Bachelor Degree Bachelor Degree

2.5% $53,882

For more information read our latest report “Ripple Effect: The Cost of the College Dropout Rate” on our website at www.thirdway.org.
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