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1996                  1999                       2000 2002 2003 2004

November 2002
Nevada passes anti-marriage 
constitutional amendment

November 2003
Massachusetts Supreme Judicial 
Court rules gay couples must be 
allowed to marry in the state

September 1996
President Clinton signs the 
Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA)

December 1999
Vermont Supreme Court rules that gay 
couples must be granted civil unions

November 2000
Nebraska passes anti-marriage 
constitutional amendment

November 2004
Arkansas, Georgia, Kentucky, Michigan, Mississippi, 
Montana, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, and 
Utah pass anti-marriage constitutional amendments

February 2004
San Francisco grants marriage 
licenses to gay couples

May 2004
Gay couples begin to 
marry in Massachusetts

September 2004
Louisiana passes anti-
marriage constitutional 
amendment

August 2004
Missouri passes anti-marriage 
constitutional amendment

March 2004
Oregon counties grant marriage 
licenses to gay couples



2007 20082005 2006

April 2005
Kansas passes anti-marriage 
constitutional amendment

June 2006
Alabama passes anti-marriage 
constitutional amendment

November 2006
Colorado, Idaho, South Carolina, South 
Dakota, Tennessee, Virginia, and Wisconsin 
pass anti-marriage constitutional amendments

November 2005
Texas passes anti-marriage 
constitutional amendment

May 2008
California Supreme Court rules gay couples 
must be allowed to marry in the state

October 2008
Connecticut Supreme Court rules gay couples 
must be allowed to marry in the state

November 2008
Arizona, California, and Florida pass anti-
marriage constitutional amendments, 
passage of Proposition 8 means that gay 
couples may no longer marry in California

November 2008
Gay couples begin to marry in Connecticut

June 2008
Gay couples begin to marry in California

STATE MARRIAGE LAWS TIMELINE (CONT’D)



2011 20122009 2010

April 2009
Iowa Supreme Court rules gay couples must be allowed 
to marry in the state, gay couples begin to marry in Iowa

April 2009
Connecticut legislature passes marriage 
law which the Governor signs

April 2009
Vermont legislature passes marriage law 
over the Governor’s veto

September 2009
Gay couples begin to 
marry in Vermont

May 2009
Maine legislature passes 
marriage law which the 
Governor signs

June 2009
New Hampshire legislature passes 
marriage law which the Governor signs

December 2009
D.C. City Council passes marriage 
law which the Mayor signs

November 2009
Maine marriage law is repealed 
by referendum on the ballot

June 2011
New York legislature passes marriage 
law which the Governor signs

July 2011
Gay couples begin to 
marry in New York

May 2012
North Carolina passes anti-marriage 
constitutional amendment

November 2012
Washington State and Maryland 
vote on referendums attempting 
to repeal marriage laws

August 2010
Federal District Court in California rules 
that Proposition 8 is unconstitutional

February 2011
Obama Administration announces it will no longer defend 
the constitutionality of Section 3 of DOMA in court

March 2011
Speaker Boehner announces the House of 
Representatives will defend DOMA in court

November 2012
Minnesota votes on anti-marriage 
constitutional amendment

November 2012
Maine votes on ballot initiative 
to allow marriage in the state

February 2012
Ninth Circuit panel rules that 
Proposition 8 is unconstitutional

February 2012
Washington State legislature passes 
marriage law which the Governor signs

February 2012
Federal District Court in California 
rules that Section 3 of DOMA is 
unconstitutional

February 2012
New Jersey legislature passes marriage 
bill which the Governor vetoes

March 2012
New Hampshire legislature rejects 
repeal of marriage in an overwhelming 
bipartisan vote

January 2010
Gay couples begin to 
marry in New Hampshire

March 2010
Gay couples begin to marry in D.C.

July 2010
Federal District Court in Massachusetts rules 
that Section 3 of DOMA is unconstitutional

May 2012
First Circuit panel rules that DOMA 
Section 3 is unconstitutional

March 2012
Maryland legislature passes marriage 
law which the Governor signs
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