
THE CHANGING STATE OF RELATIONSHIP RECOGNITION
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TODAY:

47.7% 
of the U.S. population resides in a state or locality 
with a relationship recognition law.

In 1996, only 5% of Americans lived in a state or 
locality that had any form of legal recognition for 
gay and lesbian couples.

This translates to an increase from 13 million to 147 million Americans living in a jurisdiction that recognizes gay couples’ relationships.

By January 2013, 8 states plus the District of Columbia will allow gay and lesbian couples to marry, and another 11 have passed civil union or 
domestic partnership laws that recognize gay couples’ relationships. More than 100 cities across the country now have domestic partnership 
registries, including in states considered very conservative—like Georgia, Missouri, Kansas, and Utah.

* 2010 decrease caused by transition from 2000 to 2010 Census numbers.
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