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National Security  
Program

PROPOSED LEGISLATIVE TIMELINE  
AFTER AN IRAN DEAL (JCPOA)

Deal Reached 52 Days Potential Total Review

Reporting Requirements:
•	 Verification Assessment Evaluating: U.S. ability to verify Iranian compliance, International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) ability to implement 

verification regime.

•	 Compliance Reports: After deal, reports required every 90 days on implementation of agreement and Iranian compliance. 

•	 Certification Requirement: President must certify that agreement includes appropriate conditions on Iran’s nuclear program,  
describes specific sanctions to be waived and meets U.S. non-proliferation objectives. 

“Zero Day”

5 Days to 
transmit to 
Congress

30-Day review period
prohibition on any sanctions waivers

If deal not submitted by July 9,  
review period reverts to 60 days

If a joint resolution  
is passed, 12 days

If vetoed, 10 more  
days for potential  
veto override vote

After the interim deal to place limits on Iran’s nuclear program was announced—the so-called Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, 
or JCPOA—the Senate Foreign Relations Committee approved a modified version of S. 615 (The Iran Nuclear Agreement Review 
Act of 2015). The bill establishes a period of Congressional review after a final deal, contemplates a Congressional vote of approval 
or disapproval at the conclusion of that period, and institutes a number of reporting requirements. During the review period, the bill 
prohibits the President from offering any additional sanctions relief to Iran. The timeline below depicts the review process in stages.


