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Employer or spouse / parent's employer 36%
Marketplace / ACA 7%
Medicare 35%
Medicaid 16%
Other 3%
Uninsured 2%
Don't know / Refused 1%
Yes, I have 21%

Yes, someone in my immediate family has 17%

No 60%

Don't know 2%

The cost of living 64%
Protecting democracy 23%
Healthcare 40%
Immigration 4%
The national debt 7%
Climate change and the environment 15%
Housing 11%
Education 4%
Corruption in government 27%
Abortion 4%
Don't know 1%
Very satisfied 35%
Somewhat satisfied 48%
Total Satisfied 83%
Not too satisfied 11%
Not at all satisfied 5%
Total Not Satisfied 16%
Don't know 1%
A major financial strain 12%
A moderate financial strain 31%
A minor financial strain 27%
Not a financial strain at all 29%
Don't know 1%
The healthcare system needs to be completely 
scrapped and rebuilt

29%

The healthcare system needs major 
improvements but not a complete overhaul

46%

The healthcare system needs some 
improvements but works reasonably well

20%

The healthcare system should stay mostly the 
way it is

5%

Don't know 1%

Nationwide Dem Pri Healthcare Poll - October 2026

Q11. Where do you get your health insurance coverage?

Q12. Have you personally, or has anyone in your immediate 
family, received healthcare coverage through Medicaid at any 
point? [ASKED IF NOT MEDICAID IN Q11; N=838]

Q13. Which of the following are the TWO most important 
issues that you think Congress should make a top priority? 
[TWO RESPONSES ACCEPTED]

Q14. Would you say you are satisfied or unsatisfied with your 
current health insurance? [ASKED IF NOT UNINSURED IN 
Q11; N=975]

Q15. How much of a financial strain, if any, is paying for 
healthcare expenses for you and your household right now?

Q16. When it comes to the U.S. healthcare system overall, 
which comes closer to your view?
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Nationwide Dem Pri Healthcare Poll - October 2026

High costs for insurance premiums, 
deductibles, co-pays, and prescription drugs

65%

Insurance companies denying coverage for 
treatment or making patients wait for approval

44%

Long wait times to see a doctor or difficulty 
finding a provider who accepts your insurance

15%

Doctors, hospitals, and other medical providers 
who charge too much

21%

Poor quality of care and preventable medical 
errors

9%

Too much paperwork and difficulty 
understanding or using insurance

6%

The risk of not having coverage because of 
income, employment status, or employers who 
don't offer insurance

38%

Don't know 1%
Health insurance premiums 25%

What you have to pay out of pocket when you 
get care, such as co-pays and deductibles

28%

Unexpected medical bills 22%

Prescription drug costs 13%

Medical debt from past care 5%

None of the above 6%

Don't know 2%
Replacing private health insurance with one 
single government-run health plan that covers 
everyone and bans private insurance

38%

Keeping the private insurance system in place 
while adding an option for anyone to buy into a 
public government health plan

48%

Keeping the private insurance system in place 
with no changes

6%

Don't know 7%

Q19. Which healthcare policy proposal would you prefer to 
become law nationwide?

Q17. Which TWO of the following are your BIGGEST 
concerns about the U.S. healthcare system? [TWO 
RESPONSES ACCEPTED]

Q18. Which of the following is your biggest concern when it 
comes to healthcare costs?
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A monthly limit on your total out-of-pocket 
health care costs, including prescription drugs.

37%

A cap on prices for hospital care so that the 
same procedure costs the same, no matter 
where you get it, or who provides your 
insurance.

51%

An end to medical debt for those with 
insurance coverage, and no medical debt on 
your credit report.

31%

A ban on junk insurance plans that offer 
minimal benefits along with new minimum 
federal coverage standards across all plan 
types.

20%

The right to choose your own doctor with no 
more out-of-network doctor fees.

35%

Care close to home by training more providers 
and expanding telehealth so families do not 
face long drives or long waits.

13%

Mental health care covered by insurance, 
without long waits or extra barriers.

22%

Clear prices so you know what to expect before 
you get care, and no surprise bills.

34%

One simple bill for your care instead of a pile 
of separate bills from different doctors.

23%

One medical record that follows you, so your 
doctors have the information they need and you 
don’t have to tell your story over and over.

30%

Don't know 1%
Strongly support 33%
Somewhat support 51%
Total Support 84%
Somewhat oppose 6%
Strongly oppose 2%
Total Oppose 8%
Don't know 8%

Q20. Which THREE of the following pieces of the Health Care 
Bill of Rights do you support most? [THREE RESPONSES 
ACCEPTED]

Q21. Do you support or oppose the Health Care Bill of Rights 
you just read which would keep the private insurance system in 
place but add new consumer rights and protections including 
limits on what people have to pay for care?

Here is a new healthcare proposal called a Health Care Bill of Rights that maintains private insurance but adds a series 
of strong new consumer protections, including limits on what patients can be charged, no more surprise billing, and an 
end to medical debt.
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Strict limits on insurance companies denying 
coverage or treatment that your doctor 
recommends

54%

A federal agency with the power to enforce 
these guarantees and penalize companies that 
violate them

28%

A guarantee that every American will be 
automatically enrolled in health coverage, with 
no one left uninsured

70%

A limit on how much your insurance premiums 
can go up each year

45%

Don't know 2%
The Health Care Bill of Rights 20%
The Health Care Guarantee 9%
Quality Care for All 21%
Universal Health Guarantees 10%
Universal Health Care Bill of Rights 21%
Health Care Guarantees for All 13%
Don't know 6%

Q22. Here are some guarantees that might be added to the 
Health Care Bill of Rights you just read about. Which TWO of 
the following make you most favorable to the healthcare 
proposal? [TWO RESPONSES ACCEPTED]

Q23. Here are some potential names for this healthcare 
proposal. Which of the following is MOST appealing to you?
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Very convincing 48%

Somewhat convincing 41%

Not too convincing 8%

Not at all convincing 2%

Don't know 1%
Very convincing 43%

Somewhat convincing 44%

Not too convincing 9%

Not at all convincing 2%

Don't know 2%
Very convincing 48%

Somewhat convincing 42%

Not too convincing 6%

Not at all convincing 2%

Don't know 2%
Very convincing 45%

Somewhat convincing 42%

Not too convincing 8%

Not at all convincing 2%

Don't know 2%
Very convincing 47%
Somewhat convincing 40%
Not too convincing 8%
Not at all convincing 3%
Don't know 3%

Q24_1. [HANDS OUT - W ACA] Insurance and drug 
companies all have their hands out because our health care 
system works for everyone but you. These new health care 
guarantees will build on the Affordable Care Act, limit out-of-
pocket health care costs, end medical debt, and ban surprise 
billing, to rein in those companies, limit corporate profits, and 
bring down your costs. [SPLIT C]

Q24_2. [HANDS OUT - NO ACA] Insurance and drug 
companies all have their hands out because our health care 
system works for everyone but you. These new health care 
guarantees will limit out-of-pocket health care costs, end 
medical debt, and ban surprise billing, to rein in those 
companies, limit corporate profits, and bring down your costs. 
[SPLIT D]

Q24_3. [SECURITY] Right now, one bad diagnosis can wipe 
out everything you've built - even if you've done everything 
right. These guarantees change that by protecting people with 
insurance from medical debt, capping what you pay out of 
pocket for care, including prescription drug costs, banning junk 
insurance plans, and ensuring you know what you'll owe before 
you walk in.

Q24_4. [COVERAGE THAT COUNTS] Too many Americans 
today have insurance and still can't afford to use it. These 
guarantees make coverage mean something by banning junk 
plans that leave you stranded and capping what you pay. It 
makes sure you pay the same price for the same care, so your 
coverage actually means something.

Q24_5. [FIRST STEP] Universal healthcare is the goal, and 
this is a key first step to help people who are drowning right 
now. This proposal takes on outrageous costs for care and 
prescription drugs, medical debt, and confusing and 
unpredictable bills - fixing major problems immediately.

Q24. Here are some things supporters of the Health Care Bill of Rights might say. After each, say whether that is very 
convincing, somewhat convincing, not too convincing, or not at all convincing as a reason to support the Health Care 
Bill of Rights.
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Very convincing 50%

Somewhat convincing 41%

Not too convincing 6%

Not at all convincing 1%

Don't know 2%
Very convincing 51%

Somewhat convincing 36%

Not too convincing 8%

Not at all convincing 3%

Don't know 3%
Very convincing 45%

Somewhat convincing 41%

Not too convincing 9%

Not at all convincing 3%

Don't know 3%
Strongly support 48%
Somewhat support 42%
Total Support 90%
Somewhat oppose 4%
Strongly oppose 1%
Total Oppose 6%
Don't know 4%

Q24_6. [KEEP YOUR DOCTOR] Nobody should have to give 
up the doctor they trust to get care they can afford. These 
guarantees would help you keep your doctor, while capping 
what insurance and drug companies can charge you. It protects 
your wallet without taking away the parts of your medical care 
that are working.

Q24_7. [YOU IN CONTROL] This plan keeps people in 
control of their own health care decisions, rather than the 
government. If the Trump administration or a future 
Republican administration tries to go after vaccines, abortion 
coverage, or any number of other health care services, people 
won’t be stuck because Washington can’t dictate the care they 
receive.
Q24_8. [SIMPLICITY] Right now you can't find out what care 
costs until the bill shows up - and half the time your insurance 
company overrules your doctor on what you need. These 
guarantees end the runaround: clear prices before you go, one 
bill instead of a pile, and one medical record that follows you 
everywhere.

Q25. After more information, do you support or oppose the 
Health Care Bill of Rights which would keep the private 
insurance system in place but add new consumer rights and 
protections including limits on what people have to pay for 
care?
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Universal Coverage for Everyone 33%
More Affordable Healthcare and Medications 15%
No Surprise Bills 11%
Legal and Regulatory Protections 9%
Patient Safety and Security 8%
Fairer and More Equal Healthcare Access 7%
Limited Out-of-Pocket Spending 6%
Lower Premiums and Insurance Charges 6%
Positive Step Toward Reform 6%
General Insurance Company Accountability 5%

5%
General Benefits for the People 4%
Accountability for Overpricing 4%
Prevention of Coverage Denial 4%
More Choice of Plans and Insurance Options 4%
Protection From Medical Debt 3%
Healthcare Accessibility 3%
Patient Empowerment and Control 3%
Healthcare Quality Assurance 2%
Other 6%
Don't Know 2%

Unclear Details and Complexity (confusing) 14%
Concerns About High Personal Costs 12%
Doubts About Passage (politicians won't follow through) 10%
Opposition to Preserving Private Insurance 10%
Not Universal Healthcare / Medicare for All 9%
Uncertainty About Who Will Be Covered 7%
Concerns About Enforcement and Loopholes 6%
Worries About Overall Cost or Taxes 6%
Opposition to Government Control 6%
General Distrust 4%

4%
Distrust of Current Administration 3%
Other 4%
Nothing / Don't Know 25%

Freedom to Choose Your Doctor (can keep the same doctor)

Coverage Is Not Broad Enough (include dental, mental health)

Q27. And what do you like LEAST about the Health Care Bill of Rights? [OPEN-ENDED] [MULTIPLE 
RESPONSES ACCEPTED] [SPLIT D]

Q26. And what do you like MOST about the Health Care Bill of Rights? [OPEN-ENDED] [MULTIPLE 
RESPONSES ACCEPTED] [SPLIT C]
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Replacing private health insurance with one 
single government-run health plan that covers 
everyone and bans private insurance

33%

Keeping the private insurance system in place, 
adding new consumer rights and price 
protections, and including an option for anyone 
to buy into a public government health plan

59%

Keeping the private insurance system in place 
with no changes

5%

Don't know 3%
Replacing private health insurance with one 
single government-run health plan that covers 
everyone and bans private insurance

36%

Keeping the private insurance system in place 
while adding new consumer rights and price 
protections

56%

Keeping the private insurance system in place 
with no changes

3%

Don't know 5%
Much more likely to support 37%
Somewhat more likely to support 33%
Total More Likely To Support 70%
Somewhat less likely to support 7%
Much less likely to support 5%
Total Less Likely To Support 12%
Makes no difference 11%
Don't know 8%

Q29. After more information, which healthcare policy proposal 
would you prefer to become law nationwide? [SPLIT B]

Q30. Would you be more or less likely to support a single 
government-run health plan if you had the choice to keep your 
private coverage with new consumer rights, price protections, 
and guarantees that stop insurance companies from denying 
care or charging hidden fees?

Q28. After more information, which healthcare policy proposal 
would you prefer to become law nationwide? [SPLIT A]
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Very serious concerns 31%
Serious concerns 33%
Minor concerns 19%
No real concerns 11%
Don't know 6%
Very serious concerns 52%

Serious concerns 30%

Minor concerns 10%

No real concerns 4%

Don't know 4%
Very serious concerns 20%

Serious concerns 31%

Minor concerns 27%

No real concerns 14%

Don't know 8%
Very serious concerns 19%

Serious concerns 35%

Minor concerns 26%

No real concerns 13%

Don't know 8%
Very serious concerns 27%
Serious concerns 39%
Minor concerns 21%
No real concerns 9%
Don't know 5%
Very serious concerns 27%

Serious concerns 34%

Minor concerns 21%

No real concerns 13%

Don't know 5%

Q31_4. [INTERNATIONAL] Nearly every country with 
universal coverage still has private insurance. France, 
Germany, Australia, Japan — all of them guarantee care for 
everyone, and all of them let people buy additional private 
coverage. The U.S. trying a new system that isn't used almost 
anywhere else puts vulnerable people at risk.

Q31_5. [HELP NOW] A Medicare for All system would take 
years to set up, delaying urgent healthcare improvements and 
leaving families who need help now waiting for relief.

Q31_6. [DISRUPTION] A Medicare for All system would 
create massive disruption by forcing virtually every American 
off their current health insurance plan, including private 
coverage, Medicaid, and Medicare Advantage.

Q31_1. [TAXES] Medicare for All would cost more than $3 
trillion per year in new government spending and raise taxes by 
at least 20% on the average American. It would eliminate 
private health insurance, and mean longer wait times to see a 
doctor, with all health care run by the government.

Q31_2. [TRUMP] Medicare for All would put future 
Republican presidents in charge of every American's 
healthcare, with no protections in place against a MAGA 
Republican limiting your care based on their extreme ideology, 
denying care based on race or gender, banning coverage for 
abortion and IVF, limiting access to vaccines, or denying 
immigrants coverage.

Q31_3. [UNION] Union members gave up wage increases at 
the bargaining table to win the private health coverage they 
have. Medicare for All would cancel it and hand members 
something they never negotiated and can't bargain over. 
Workers wanted the best coverage, and shouldn't lose it by act 
of Congress.

Q31. While some policymakers favor building on existing programs, others advocate for a different approach—a single-
payer 'Medicare for All' system where the federal government provides universal health coverage for all Americans that 
replaces private health insurance. 

Here are some things opponents of Medicare for All might say. After each, say whether that raises very serious 
concerns, serious concerns, minor concerns, or no real concerns for you about Medicare for All.
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Replacing private health insurance with one 
single government-run health plan that covers 
everyone and bans private insurance

23%

Keeping the private insurance system in place, 
adding new consumer rights and price 
protections, and including an option for anyone 
to buy into a public government health plan

69%

Keeping the private insurance system in place 
with no changes

4%

Don't know 5%
Replacing private health insurance with one 
single government-run health plan that covers 
everyone and bans private insurance

24%

Keeping the private insurance system in place 
while adding new consumer rights and price 
protections

66%

Keeping the private insurance system in place 
with no changes

3%

Don't know 7%
Much more favorable 23%
Somewhat more favorable 41%
Total More Favorable 64%
Somewhat less favorable 9%
Much less favorable 3%
Total Less Favorable 12%
No difference 13%
Don't know 11%
Much more favorable 28%
Somewhat more favorable 44%
Total More Favorable 72%
Somewhat less favorable 5%
Much less favorable 3%
Total Less Favorable 8%
No difference 12%
Don't know 7%

Q34. If a new candidate for office promoted the Health Care 
Bill of Rights that adds new consumer rights and protections on 
private insurance and criticized both the current private 
insurance system and Medicare for All, would it make you 
more favorable to that candidate, less favorable, or would it 
make no difference in your support for that candidate? 
[SPLIT C]

Q35. If a new candidate for office promoted the Health Care 
Bill of Rights that adds new consumer rights and protections on 
private insurance, would it make you more favorable to that 
candidate, less favorable, or would it make no difference in 
your support for that candidate? [SPLIT D]

Q32. After more information, which healthcare policy proposal 
would you prefer to become law nationwide? [SPLIT A]

Q33. After more information, which healthcare policy proposal 
would you prefer to become law nationwide? [SPLIT B]
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Very serious concerns 19%
Serious concerns 29%
Minor concerns 33%
No real concerns 14%
Don't know 5%
Replacing private health insurance with one 
single government-run health plan that covers 
everyone and bans private insurance

22%

Keeping the private insurance system in place, 
adding new consumer rights and price 
protections, and including an option for anyone 
to buy into a public government health plan

68%

Keeping the private insurance system in place 
with no changes

5%

Don't know 5%
Replacing private health insurance with one 
single government-run health plan that covers 
everyone and bans private insurance

22%

Keeping the private insurance system in place 
while adding new consumer rights and price 
protections

64%

Keeping the private insurance system in place 
with no changes

6%

Don't know 9%

Q36. Critics say that Medicare for All would force people off 
their current coverage to make way for the new program. How 
much concern does that raise for you?

Q37. Regardless of which plan you prefer, which do you think 
would be the most popular among the largest share of 
Americans? [SPLIT A]

Q38. Regardless of which plan you prefer, which do you think 
would be the most popular among the largest share of 
Americans? [SPLIT B]
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Man 40%
Woman 60%
Prefer to self-identify 0%
18-34 20%
35-49 21%
50-64 27%
65+ 32%
Refused 0%
White or Caucasian 61%
Black or African American 20%
Hispanic or Latino 12%
Asian American or Pacific Islander 5%
Mixed Race 1%
Other 1%
Don't Know 0%
1st-11th grade 1%
High school graduate 18%
Vocational or technical school 2%
Some college, but no degree 21%
Associate degree 15%
4-year college graduate or bachelor's degree 30%
Graduate school or advanced degree 13%
Refuse to say 0%
Very liberal 33%
Somewhat liberal 32%
Moderate 29%
Somewhat conservative 4%
Very conservative 2%
Don't Know 0%
Very important 36%
Somewhat important 40%
Not too important 16%
Not at all important 7%
Don't know 0%
Midwest 19%
Northeast 18%
South 32%
West 31%

Q40. How important is politics to your personal identity?

Q44. Census Region

Q6. What is your gender?

Q7. Age

Q8/9. Race

Q10. What was the last year of education you completed?

Q39. Generally speaking, do you consider yourself...?

**Due to rounding, "totals" of the individual components may differ by +/-1.

QUESTIONS FOR CLASSIFICATION PURPOSES
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