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What’s the Difference?

Independents and moderates are the two major groups that make up the center of the American electorate.  
But they are not synonymous. While they track closely in income, education, religiosity, and a belief that everyone 

has the power to succeed, they diverge slightly on a few other demographic and attitudinal markers. By better 
understanding the similarities and differences between moderate and Independent voters, policymakers and 

pundits can gain a better picture of where these two groups in the center overlap—and where they don’t.

Pew Research Center for the People and the Press, “March 2011 Political Typology Survey,” Conducted by 
Princeton Data Source, February 22-March 1 and March 8-14, 2011, 3,029 interviews, Margin of error +/- 4.3. 
http://www.people-press.org/2011/04/01/2011-political-typology-survey/ Crosstabs generated by Third Way. 

Free for re-use with attribution/link. Visit Third Way at www.thirdway.org. Infographic by Bill Rapp.
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